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From left: Temple Isaiah Rabbi Zoë Klein Miles, ChaiVillageLA Co-Vice Chair Ellen Isaacs, Temple Emanuel of Beverly Hills Rabbi Emerita
Laura Geller and ChaiVillageLA Co-Chair Terry Pullan. Photo by Barry Levine
Two years ago, when Ira and Helen Laufer were in their 80s and had moved back to the Los Angeles area after living 20 years in Rancho
Mirage, they found themselves alone.

Friends they had known before relocating to the desert, including the members of a San Fernando Valley chavurah they had been active in,
were not around anymore.

“We had basically outlived and lost our community,” said Ira, now 91. “It was much more drastic than I had thought.”

Then in June 2017, Helen (who is now 88) saw a notice online about a “Wise Aging” Shabbat at Temple Emanuel of Beverly Hills. She and
Ira weren’t members of the synagogue, but it was close to their condo and they decided to go. 

At the service, several people spoke about their participation in ChaiVillageLA, which wasn’t a place but rather a community of older
adults. It was organized in 2016 through a joint effort by Temple Emanuel and Temple Isaiah in West L.A., based on a model established in
Boston in 2002 that emphasized neighborly values of helping one another and socializing together. 

“I just knew this was exactly what we were looking for,” said Ira, a former media executive who still plays tennis twice a week and works
out at the gym. “We immediately joined, and within 30 to 60 days, all the problems we had in searching for community and feeling a little
bit lost had all disappeared.”

Today, there are 210 members of ChaiVillageLA, ranging in age from 57 to 91 (Ira is the oldest), with roughly equal numbers from each
temple. Like the Laufers, many joined their respective temple for the primary purpose of also joining ChaiVillageLA. Annual dues for the
community, on top of temple membership, are $150 for individuals and $225 for couples.

The calendar of activities for village members is rich and varied. 

“Our temples have a very strong focus on children. … What would it look like to invest the same kind of
energy and brain power into mature adults?” 
— Rabbi Zoë Klein Miles

“All of our programs come about because members want to do something,” said Temple Emanuel of Beverly Hills Rabbi Emerita Laura
Geller. Unlike synagogue programming, which she characterized as generally being organized from the top down. “This is bottom up.”

There are activities one might expect, such as a weekly drop-in bridge game and a morning “Walk With the Rabbi,” which is less a
religious event than a chance to get some exercise. And there is a monthly short-story discussion group, trips to the movies, and a film
interest group that often fills up within minutes of the sign-up period’s opening. There have been field trips to museums and presentations
and workshops led by experts such as Brookings Institution fellow and village member Jonathan Pollack, who led an evening program
titled, “Everything You Want to Know About North Korea but Don’t Know Who to Ask.” Village member Ruth Weisberg, a professor of fine
arts and a former dean at the USC Roski School of Art and Design, taught a basic drawing class.

There is even a monthly salon for members older than 80. “We discuss mainly issues dealing with our country, and make decisions as to
whether we should support a concept or support a movement,” said one of its participants, Sandra Bernstein, 89, of Westwood.

Contributing to the welfare of fellow members is a key part of the village model. Members are asked to do four hours of volunteering each
month. They can do so in a variety of ways, such as driving other members to and from events, making phone calls to members who might
be under the weather or feel isolated, helping out in the ChaiVillageLA office, leading or assisting at events such as the group’s annual
seder, or hosting events in their homes, even if they aren’t the organizer.

Members in need of assistance can call the ChaiVillageLA office and speak with Executive Director Devorah Servi, who knows which
members are willing and able to provide “caring services.”

Some of the requests Servi has been able to fulfill have included meal delivery, assembling Ikea furniture, minor household repairs,
computer help, dog walking or bringing in the trash cans for a member who wasn’t able to navigate a steep driveway. As long as members
live roughly within the geographic area of the village — Sunset Boulevard to the north, Culver City to the south, the 405 Freeway to the
west, and Fairfax Avenue to the east — and the request is reasonable, Servi can usually make a match. If a job is too big, as was the case
with a recent moving request, Servi maintains a list of member-recommended businesses.

For Rabbi Geller, who is now 68, ChaiVillageLA is a deeply personal endeavor. A few years before her retirement in 2016, she started to
consider her own advancing years.

“I began to be very curious about the next stage,” Geller said. “It turns out that life cycles are socially constructed, and there is a new life
stage between maturity and frail old age that didn’t exist 100 years ago.”



At the same time, Geller became aware that more than a few of her baby boomer contemporaries were leaving the congregation. “But they
were also the people coming to things,” she said. “There was kind of an interesting tension. They didn’t feel that the synagogue spoke to
them. On the other hand, they had time and interest in things.” A listening campaign was launched that focused on members in their 60s
and 70s. “It’s interesting how invisible this cohort was to the organized Jewish community — the myopia of thinking about the Jewish
future only in terms of young people,” she said.

At Temple Isaiah, Rabbi Zoe Klein Miles was having a similar internal dialogue.

“Our temples have a very strong focus on children,” Klein Miles said. “So we have put a lot of investment into our preschool and our
religious school. I had been playing with the idea: What would it look like to invest the same kind of energy and brain power into mature
adults?

“The chavurah movement is amazing,” she added, “but one of the things that happens with chavurahs, as [their members] age, a lot of
people would leave the synagogue but stay in their chavurah. It wasn’t so healthy for the synagogue itself. And as they age, there are not
enough people [in a chavurah] to help in a real ongoing way. I actually had the idea … what would it be like to have a chavurah of 100
households?”

At a “Wise Aging” conference at Temple Isaiah, Klein Miles mentioned her idea to Geller’s husband, Richard Siegel (who died in July).
Siegel, who would later help pen a grant request that helped ChaiVillageLA get started, told her that Temple Emanuel was looking into
doing something very much like what she was envisioning. 

 

“I began to be very curious about the next stage. It turns out that life cycles are socially constructed, and
there is a new life stage between maturity and frail old age that didn’t exist 100 years ago.” — Rabbi
Laura Geller

Shortly thereafter, Geller and Klein Miles got together and decided to pursue the idea of a joint, synagogue-based village. Now two years
in, ChaiVillageLA is facing new challenges. While participation in activities is high, getting people to take on leadership roles has been
difficult. “How do we create a pipeline for leadership, so the original leaders can step aside and pass the mantle to new leaders?” Klein
Miles said.

Terry Pullan, 68, a part-time real estate agent who also serves as one of the ChaiVillageLA co-chairs, said he hopes to get more men to be
active members. Although about one-third of the members are men, many events attract a large group of women and just a smattering of
men. One reason might be that more men are still in the workforce and therefore can’t attend daytime events on weekdays. Also, there is
the fact that, on average, women live longer than men.

Pullan is committed to making ChaiVillageLA more relevant to men. He recently hosted about 10 men at his home to gauge their interest in
special men’s programming. Based on their enthusiastic response, he expects some men-only events and activities to debut this fall.

Inevitable growing pains aside, ChaiVillageLA has proven to be a success.

“It’s been like an anchor for us,” said West Hollywood resident Susan Levine, a Florida transplant who joined with her retired rabbi
husband. Levine is the other chair, along with Pullan.

And ChaiVillageLA has been good for both temples in terms of growing the number of older members and keeping them engaged. Not
surprisingly, other congregations are paying attention.

“We have been inundated with calls from around the country,” Geller said. “People want to understand more about this model and how
they might explore doing that in their community.”

In fact, ChaiVillageLA recently received a grant from the Jewish Venture Philanthropy Fund to meet with rabbis and lay leaders from other
Los Angeles area synagogues who are interested in exploring doing something similar. The meetings are expected to take place later this
year.

Geller and Klein Miles hope that as ChaiVillageLA grows, it will attract a broader membership.

“In my fantasies going forward, I imagine this becoming more intergenerational,” Geller said. “A young mother would want to join because
she would have these grandmothers who would baby-sit.”

“Ideally,” Klein Miles said, “every congregant of every age would be a member.”
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Dr. Nachman Shai: What needs to change in the diaspora Israeli
relations (http://jewishjournal.com/podcasts/rosners-domain-
podcast/241720/dr-nachman-shai-needs-change-diaspora-
israeli-relations/)

JJ  HOLLYWOOD SCHMOOZE  (/CATEGORY/CULTURE/HOLLYWOOD-SCHMOOZE)

JJ  BLOGGERS  (/CATEGORY/BLOGS/)

JJ  INSIDE THE PRINT  (/PRINT)

Producer Jason Blum Booed at Israeli Film Festival

Members of the Tribe Show Up to Vote

Israeli Series ‘Euphoria’ Gets HBO Remake

(http://jewishjournal.com/author/rick-
lupert/)

A Tale of Beards and Stars – A poem for Parsha Toldot (Aliyah 1) by Rick
Lupert (http://jewishjournal.com/blogs/from-the-
lupertverse/241706/tale-beards-stars-poem-parsha-toldot-aliyah-1-
rick-lupert/)

RICK LUPERT (HTTP://JEWISHJOURNAL.COM/AUTHOR/RICK-LUPERT/)>

(http://jewishjournal.com/author/darrenp/)

The Spin Doctors’ Aaron Comess on His Bar Mitzvah and the Band’s 30th
Anniversary (http://jewishjournal.com/blogs/241673/spin-doctors-
aaron-comess-bar-mitzvah-bands-30th-anniversary/)

DARREN PALTROWITZ (HTTP://JEWISHJOURNAL.COM/AUTHOR/DARRENP/)>

(http://jewishjournal.com/author/rabbipaulkipnes/)

My Congregant Was in the Dance Bar Shooting
(http://jewishjournal.com/blogs/241666/congregant-dance-bar-
shooting/)

RABBI PAUL KIPNES
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ANALYSIS (HTTP://JEWISHJOURNAL.COM/CATEGORY/ANALYSIS/)
Anger and Gridlock: Working With a Divided America
(http://jewishjournal.com/analysis/241532/anger-and-gridlock/)

, Nov. 9, 2018 (http://jewishjournal.com/print/nov-9-2018/)

In a deeply divided America, there was only one thing that
unified the nation’s voters when they went to sleep the night of
Nov. 6...

Dan Schnur (http://jewishjournal.com/author/danschnur/)>
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The Trump Factor: Now What? (http://jewishjournal.com/analysis/241529/trump-factor-now/)

, Nov. 9, 2018 (http://jewishjournal.com/print/nov-9-2018/)

[caption id="attachment_241503" align="aligncenter"
width="3024"] FILE PHOTO: U.S. President Donald Trump
gestures at a campaign rally on the eve of the U.S. mid-term
elections at the...

EDITOR'S NOTE (HTTP://JEWISHJOURNAL.COM/CATEGORY/COLUMNIST-2/EDITORS-
NOTE/)
How Good Is America for the Jews? (http://jewishjournal.com/columnist-2/editors-
note/241540/good-america-jews/)

, Nov. 9, 2018 (http://jewishjournal.com/print/nov-9-2018/)

As I write this, I have no idea who won what in
the midterms. But I do know that much of the
commentary since the...

Gil Troy (http://jewishjournal.com/author/gil-troy/)>
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COLUMNISTS (HTTP://JEWISHJOURNAL.COM/CATEGORY/COLUMNIST/)
The Kippah Deal (http://jewishjournal.com/columnist/241576/the-kippah-deal/)

, Nov. 9, 2018 (http://jewishjournal.com/print/nov-9-2018/)

Within two weeks of the Oct. 27 Pittsburgh massacre, the following incidents were reported in New York City: • Six teens
hurled a pole through...

COLUMNISTS (HTTP://JEWISHJOURNAL.COM/CATEGORY/COLUMNIST/)
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(http://jewishjournal.com/columnist/241577/losing-voice-finding/)

(http://jewishjournal.com/culture/poetry/241579/fear/)

Losing My Voice and Finding It Again (http://jewishjournal.com/columnist/241577/losing-voice-
finding/)

, Nov. 9, 2018 (http://jewishjournal.com/print/nov-9-2018/)

“I can’t sing, and I am freaking out!” Those were the exact
words I texted to my friend on Feb. 22, 2018, a date that...

POETRY (HTTP://JEWISHJOURNAL.COM/CATEGORY/CULTURE/POETRY/)
Fear: A Poem (http://jewishjournal.com/culture/poetry/241579/fear/)

, Nov. 9, 2018 (http://jewishjournal.com/print/nov-9-2018/)

I am different I am unique I am Jewish People think of me as an
outsider People want to kill me Because of my religion...

ARTS (HTTP://JEWISHJOURNAL.COM/CATEGORY/CULTURE/ARTS/)
‘The Front Runner’ Director Jason Reitman: Born to Tell Stories
(http://jewishjournal.com/culture/arts/241581/writer-director-producer-jason-reitman-born-tell-
stories/)

, Nov. 9, 2018 (http://jewishjournal.com/print/nov-9-2018/)

In 1987, Colorado Senator
Gary Hart appeared to be
a shoo-in as the
Democratic Party’s 1988
nominee for president,
until his campaign
imploded over a...
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SERMONS (HTTP://JEWISHJOURNAL.COM/CATEGORY/SERMONS/)
‘Peoplehood Over Partisanship’ (http://jewishjournal.com/sermons/241585/peoplehood-over-
partisanship/)

, Nov. 9, 2018 (http://jewishjournal.com/print/nov-9-2018/)

The following is a sermon that Rabbi Nolan
Lebovitz of Adat Shalom delivered to his
congregation on the Solidarity Shabbat of Nov. 3.
This morning’s...

FIRST PERSON
(HTTP://JEWISHJOURNAL.COM/CATEGORY/CULTURE/LIFESTYLE/FIRST_PERSON/)
Pittsburgh Tragedy: Azerbaijan Extends Solidarity and Hope
(http://jewishjournal.com/culture/lifestyle/first_person/241587/pittsburgh-tragedy-azerbaijan-
extends-solidarity-hope/)

Rabbi Nolan Lebovitz (http://jewishjournal.com/author/nolanl/)>
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(http://jewishjournal.com/rosnersdomain/241589/you-dont-understand/)

, Nov. 9, 2018 (http://jewishjournal.com/print/nov-9-2018/)

When I
learned
about the
tragedy in
Pittsburgh, I
felt
profoundly
sad. Eleven
Jews had
just been
murdered by
a depraved
anti-Semite;
their lives
ripped...

ROSNER'S DOMAIN (HTTP://JEWISHJOURNAL.COM/CATEGORY/ROSNERSDOMAIN/)
‘You Don’t Understand’ (http://jewishjournal.com/rosnersdomain/241589/you-dont-understand/)

, Nov. 9, 2018 (http://jewishjournal.com/print/nov-9-2018/)

"Some American Jews look at Israel with horror. Israel
— and Israelis — don’t seem to understand a simple
truth: President Donald Trump is “sowing...

COVER STORY (HTTP://JEWISHJOURNAL.COM/CATEGORY/COVER_STORY/)
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The End of the Beginning and the Beginning of the End
(http://jewishjournal.com/cover_story/241592/end-beginning-beginning-end/)

, Nov. 9, 2018 (http://jewishjournal.com/print/nov-9-2018/)

The massacre of 11 people at the Tree of Life
Congregation synagogue in Pittsburgh has
prompted comparisons to the 1938 attacks on the
synagogues of...

POETRY (HTTP://JEWISHJOURNAL.COM/CATEGORY/CULTURE/POETRY/)
Prayer for a Sunday Morning (http://jewishjournal.com/culture/poetry/241594/prayer-sunday-
morning/)

, Nov. 9, 2018 (http://jewishjournal.com/print/nov-9-2018/)

Divine wisdom, Please show me how To breathe
When the smell of hatred Is hot and dank against my
cheek Blowing across the country From...

TABLE FOR FIVE
(HTTP://JEWISHJOURNAL.COM/CATEGORY/CULTURE/RELIGION/TORAH_PORTION/TABLE-
FOR-FIVE/)
Weekly Parsha: Toldot (http://jewishjournal.com/culture/religion/torah_portion/table-for-
five/241596/weekly-parsha-toldot/)

, Nov. 9, 2018 (http://jewishjournal.com/print/nov-9-2018/)
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Weekly Parsha: one verse,
five voices. Edited by
Salvador Litvak, Accidental
Talmudist And Isaac again
dug the wells of water which
they had dug in the...

YAMIT'S TABLE (HTTP://JEWISHJOURNAL.COM/CATEGORY/CULTURE/FOOD/YAMITS-
TABLE-FOOD/)
A Food Pyramid for Stir-Crazy Kids (http://jewishjournal.com/culture/food/yamits-table-
food/241598/food-pyramid-stir-crazy-kids/)

, Nov. 9, 2018 (http://jewishjournal.com/print/nov-9-2018/)

I’ve loved being in the kitchen
since childhood. I had a slew of
aunts who cooked and a mother
who always had something
pickling, simmering...

Yamit Behar Wood (http://jewishjournal.com/author/yamitwood/)>
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COMMUNITY
(HTTP://JEWISHJOURNAL.COM/CATEGORY/NEWS/LOS_ANGELES/COMMUNITY/)
Organizations Review Security Issues After Pittsburgh Attack
(http://jewishjournal.com/news/los_angeles/community/241601/organizations-review-security-
issues-pittsburgh-attack/)

, Nov. 9, 2018 (http://jewishjournal.com/print/nov-9-2018/)

When
Shalhevet
High
School
welcomed
students
and
families
from
around
the
country
for its
five-day
Steve

Glouberman Basketball Tournament beginning Oct. 31, Head of School...
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(HTTP://JEWISHJOURNAL.COM/CATEGORY/NEWS/LOS_ANGELES/COMMUNITY/)
Koretz Calls For Faith-Based Security Task Force
(http://jewishjournal.com/news/los_angeles/community/241603/koretz-calls-faith-based-security-
task-force/)

, Nov. 9, 2018 (http://jewishjournal.com/print/nov-9-2018/)

In the wake of the
Oct. 27 Pittsburgh
synagogue
shootings, Los
Angeles
Councilman Paul
Koretz has called for
the creation of a
“faith-based security
task...
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IAC CEO Shoham Nicolet on Unifying American-Jewish Community
(http://jewishjournal.com/news/los_angeles/community/241604/iac-ceo-shoham-nicolet-unifying-
american-jewish-community/)

, Nov. 9, 2018 (http://jewishjournal.com/print/nov-9-2018/)Oren Peleg (http://jewishjournal.com/author/orenp/)>
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More than a decade ago, Israeli-born Shoham Nicolet arrived in Los Angeles with a dream. A former lieutenant in an elite
Israel Defense Forces unit...
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Voters Make Their Voices Heard Early at the Polls
(http://jewishjournal.com/news/los_angeles/community/241479/voters-make-voices-heard-polls/)

, Nov. 9, 2018 (http://jewishjournal.com/print/nov-9-2018/)

[caption
id="attachment_241481"
align="aligncenter"
width="1800"] Photo by Ryan
Torok[/caption] There was
already a line of people waiting
to vote in the midterm
elections at the Burbank...
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Remembering ‘the Boys’: David and Cecil Rosenthal
(http://jewishjournal.com/news/los_angeles/community/241606/remembering-boys-david-cecil-
rosenthal/)

, Nov. 9, 2018 (http://jewishjournal.com/print/nov-9-2018/)

The funerals of
brothers Cecil
Rosenthal, 59, and
David Rosenthal, 54 —
who were killed in the
Tree of Life
Congregation
shootings on Oct. 27...
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Talking to Your Children About Pittsburgh
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, Nov. 9, 2018 (http://jewishjournal.com/print/nov-9-2018/)

While the Los Angeles community
has come together to remember and
honor the victims from the Tree of
Life Congregation synagogue, many
parents are asking,...

ARTS (HTTP://JEWISHJOURNAL.COM/CATEGORY/CULTURE/ARTS/)
Israeli’s Next Stage: Shakespeare’s ‘The Tempest’ — in English
(http://jewishjournal.com/culture/arts/241615/israelis-next-stage-shakespeares-tempest-english/)

, Nov. 9, 2018 (http://jewishjournal.com/print/nov-9-2018/)

When actors talk about
tackling the works of
Shakespeare, they talk about
richly layered villains, eloquent
lovers and the “Everests” of
getting through an evening...
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Connecting Shepard’s ‘Fool for Love’ to the #MeToo Era
(http://jewishjournal.com/culture/arts/241618/connecting-shepards-fool-love-metoo-era/)

, Nov. 9, 2018 (http://jewishjournal.com/print/nov-9-2018/)

Almost a year after playwright Sam
Shepard’s death from complications of
ALS, local director Kymberly Harris
decided to stage Shepard’s iconic 1983
play, “Fool for...

BOOKS (HTTP://JEWISHJOURNAL.COM/CATEGORY/CULTURE/BOOKS/)
When Anger Becomes a Political Force (http://jewishjournal.com/culture/books/241619/anger-
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Al Franken, accused of sexual harassment, felt
compelled to resign his seat in the U.S. Senate.
Republican Brett Kavanaugh, accused of sexual
assault and misconduct,...

MOVERS & SHAKERS (HTTP://JEWISHJOURNAL.COM/CATEGORY/MOVERS-SHAKERS/)
Cedars-Sinai, Gift of Life, Friends of Sheba (http://jewishjournal.com/movers-
shakers/241624/cedars-sinai-gift-life-friends-sheba/)

, Nov. 9, 2018 (http://jewishjournal.com/print/nov-9-2018/)

Leaders in entertainment, business,
health care and philanthropy came
together for the 2018 Cedars-Sinai Board
of Governors Gala on Oct. 27 at the
Beverly Hilton, which...
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What’s Happening: ‘Judaism In an Age of Truthiness,’ Gad Elmaleh
(http://jewishjournal.com/news/los_angeles/calendar_stories/241625/judaism-age-truthiness-gad-
elmaleh/)

, Nov. 9, 2018 (http://jewishjournal.com/print/nov-9-2018/)
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FRI NOV 9 Alisa
Weilerstein
Acclaimed cellist
Alisa Weilerstein
performs all six of
Bach’s solo cello
suites in one evening.
Weilerstein began
playing the cello...
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Talking to Your Students About Pittsburgh
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, Nov. 9, 2018 (http://jewishjournal.com/print/nov-9-2018/)

In the wake of the Pittsburgh
shooting, Jewish educators have
come together to discuss strategies
to help students navigate this
difficult period. On Nov. 1,...
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OBITUARIES
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nov-9-2018/)

, Nov. 9, 2018 (http://jewishjournal.com/print/nov-9-2018/)

Marilyn Baer died Oct. 17 at 94. Survived by
daughters Linda, Rochelle; 3 grandchildren;
3 great-grandchildren. Hillside Lauren
Harold Colloff died Oct. 25 at 77....
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Modern Art Paper Sculpture Lanterns
(http://jewishjournal.com/culture/lifestyle/home/241629/modern-art-paper-sculpture-lanterns/)

, Nov. 9, 2018 (http://jewishjournal.com/print/nov-9-2018/)

The exterior of The Broad
museum has become one of the
most distinctive architectural
features — and selfie backgrounds
— in downtown Los Angeles.
Dubbed...
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HOWARD'S HOLLYWOOD
(HTTP://JEWISHJOURNAL.COM/CATEGORY/CULTURE/HOWARDS-HOLLYWOOD/)
Danny Sussman: Show Business Pro and Pro Israel (http://jewishjournal.com/culture/howards-
hollywood/241635/danny-sussman-show-business-pro-pro-israel/)

, Nov. 9, 2018 (http://jewishjournal.com/print/nov-9-2018/)

Veteran Hollywood
talent manager
Danny Sussman has
spent the last 20
years at Brillstein
Entertainment
Partners where his
clients include
Jimmy Smits, Chloe
Sevigny, John...
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